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Grade 3

Practice Passage

Skill: Author’s Purpose: Persuade

Save the Manatees!

Manatees are amazing sea animals. They are large and 
plump, with a gentle, friendly look. These unusual 
animals need our help. 

Manatees need to stay warm, so they swim in shallow 
waters. These places are warmer than deep waters. They 
are also full of boats. A speeding boat can hurt or even kill 
a manatee. 

Some places have laws to help manatees. The laws tell 
boaters to slow down. However, some boaters still go too 
fast. Officers aren’t always there to make sure people obey 
the laws. Boaters need to be very careful. The cities and 
towns near manatee habitats can help, too. They should 
hire more officers to stop speeding boats.

Saving the manatees takes time and money, but these 
gentle creatures are worth it. Everyone should help to 
save them.
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